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Inclosed as rcquested is a redraft
R L of our paper on releasing the record on
TR IR certain postwar international crises, along
N ‘ - the lines discussed with you and Tom Latimer
* SETAERT: on Friday. !
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'l TR . Dear Bill:
i | | i“ o

! S ‘ Sincerely,

1’ . . T :’ .

I S &;gde
- o _ I William D. Blair, Jr.

Acting Assistant Sccretary
\ for Public Affairs

;
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.Enclosurce: *

s As stated.

S : Mr. William Rehnquist,
s - Assistant Attorney General, Ll
o o ' i Office of Legal Counsel,

O """g e Department of Justice.
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"by his staff since that time,/on means o
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DECLASSIFICATION AND RELEASE O THE OFFICIAL RECORD
OF MAJOR INTERNALTIONAL LVENTS SINCE 1945

1. The'purposé of this paper is to respond to
the President's request, made orally to the Inter;agcncy
Security Committeec ontJuiy 1, 1971, and elaboratecd oraliy
. for recommend%t%&nsd;u, e
pediting the
declassification and releasc of documents on major cvents
in U.S. forecign policy since Worl& waxr II.i We understeoad
the President considers the Korxrcan War, the Lobanon Land-—
ings, the Bay of Pigs, and the Cuban Missile Crisis of
particuiar importance in this context.

2, It is asgsumed that the opening of!entirce filcs

for so recent a period is not feasible. The records wuast

|

\

therefore he scelected by higtoriangs, declassified by tho
appropriate oificers, and made available to the public.
3. The traditional mechanism for releasing the
most impdrtant documents on United States foreign policy
is publication in the annual documentary vélumes entitled
"Foreign Relations of the United States.” | This series is
published by the State Department and moni%ored by a
distinguished advisory council of historiaﬁs; and
includes Presidential documents and papersfof all the
foreign affairs agencies as required to tell the policy .

story. At one time the "Foreign Relations! series
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published documcnts'only fiftecen years after the event;
but it has slipped backwards since World War II, and tbc
documents now being published are those of 1846. Scholaxs
have been iﬁcreasingly insistent on the need to reduce
this 25~year lag to 20 ycars or lecss.

\

Recomnehdation: That the President sign the

attached directi&es (Tab &) instructing the State Depart-
ment to institute a program Lo reduce the publication lay
of the "Foreign Relations" series to 20 years within the
next five years and directing othexr agencies to coopcrate
in carrying out this program.

Cost: “The estimated cost of such a program is on thao

order of $18%,000 a vcar, for additional staff and pirinting.

4. TL€ the FPoreign Relations serics is spocedoed ubn,

as recommended above, and priority given to the IMar ast,
the documents on the Korean Warx, cending in 1953, would
be publishaed comprehensively within about threc years.

|

5. The other events mcentioned by théfProsident
B : |
L . o -
(Lebanon, 1958; Bay of Pigs, 1961; Cuban Missilec Crisis,

1962), would not be reached by the expeditaed Foreign
] e /“ "

- |
Relations series for fitve ycars at the ecarliest (fox

Lebanon), and substantially longer for the [two Cuban crisoes.

In addition, we assume that the responsible policy officers
. L ! .

A1 Yo

would not at this time agrec to the declaggification and

1
|

- . -
release of all the important documentatlon;on these rela-
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interesting documcntation on these subjects undoubtedly
can be declassificd now.

Recommendation . -— Thalt the President sign the attachoed

directives (Tab B) instructing the State Department to
collect the\papers of historical significance on the
Lebanon Landings, the Bay of Pigs, and the Cuban Missilo
Crisis, and to make available for reporting and study by
the press, the scholaxs and the pablic all of thosce that
can be declassified. Priority shoul& be given to the

Lebanon Landings. - Care should be taken in any public

i statement to avoid the claim that the documents being
declassificd now congstitute the full record, since this

could cxposc the Government to severe criticism.

Cost: To do this work without retarding later

publication of thec comprehensive rccord in "Foreign
Relations" would require one additional historian plus
funds for the reproduction of the documents -~ perhaps

$20,000 for a vear.

LIMITED OFPYXCTIAL USHE i
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MUEMORANDUM IMOR 913 SKCRETARY OF STATME

Subject: ETarlier publication of the "Foreign
Relations", Series

I understand that publication of the official
documontary.ﬁcrion "FPoraiogn Rnlut%onu of the United
States" has been slipping chronologically, and that
these volumes are now bein§ issued twenty-five years
after the évents they recoxd. I think that tho
Americanlpeople have a right to sce the rccord of
United States diplomacy moxe promnplly than that.
Accordingly I ask thal you institute a program to reducc
this lag to 20 yoars by 1976G.

In view of the grcat interest in the developnent
of United States policy toward the Far Bast, including

. 1
the diplomacy of +the Korean War, I believe that the’
volumes concerning this area should be given priority
within the scries in the immediate future.ﬂ

I expect the comprehensive naturc of ghe historical

recorxd as published in "Foreign Relations"wto be fully

maintained in expediting its publication, and I am
. o
instructing the National Sccurity Council ?taff, the

. . Lios
Department of bDefense and the Central 1nte%11gence Agency

Approved Fof Release 2003/05/27% é'l"is}-}i’ad%%‘lifbfb‘fé'dizo0430006001‘30-8
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MEMORANDUM OR: I SeCRETARY O DEFINST
ST l),l.m..C'l.O]\ OF % CENTRAL
LTINS, 'I' IGLENCE -AGENCY—
CHE ASSTSTANT FOR NATIONAL SECURLYY
AT I'A.L]. S

Subject: Barlier publication of the "POlngn
' Relations" Scries ‘ -

I am sending you hercwith a copy of an instrucition
on this subjecct which [ have gsont éoday to the Sccreltany
of State. I ask that you iastruct all affected officurs
under your Jjurisdiction to coopcrate with the Departicint
of State in this intensive program to advance the publi-

cation of the offiicial forciqn policy rccord in this way.

I expect that all officers declassifying documents for
this project will cixercisce the greatest ]lbOlelLy

commensurate with national sccurity.

Richard Nixon
I

Attachment: |

i
|
i
]
o
I
\
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Tab B 1

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STALE
A

Subject: Declassification and Release of Dociiaent:s

I am convinced that much documentation pertaining
to Unitced States foreign policy ié heing held in a
classified status much longér than neccessary fox the
maintenance of our national security.

In addition to advancing the comprehcensive publi-
cation of the record in “Foreion Relations of the Unitod
States," I believe that iuch of the documentation ciau
be declassified and made available to the public carlics.

As a beginning, please assemble the historical roecord
of the Lebanon Landings (1958), the Bay of Pigs (1961),
and the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962). All.documents on
these subjects which can be declassified now should be
reproduced and made availablce promptly to thc public.

As a test run I should like to have p#iority glven
to the Lebanon Landings. Pleasce report tpimé'on thae
status of this projéct within two months.;

!
j
|
g
|
;’

i

Richard Nixon
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Tab B 2

MEMORANDUM TOR: 'R SECREITARY OF DEIENSIS

THE DIRELECIOR O TIE CENTRAL
INTELLTGENCE AGENCY

THE ASSISTANT FOR NATIONAL SLCURITY .
ATFFATRS .

Subject: Declassification and Release of Documents

I am sending you herewith a copy of a memorandum
which I am sending today o Lhe SCClOtaly of State, loqaldlng
the decla551flcatlon and relecasc of documents on certain
international crises off the postwar period. Plcasc
instruct your staffs to cooperate with the State Depar -
ment in collecting this documentation and ia declassifying
it to the fullest extent commensurate with the requirements

of our national security.

Richard Nixon

Attachment: _ .

]
J
|
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